The presence of false membrane; this is tough, greyish-white, and opaque, usually occurs as a single patch, or if others are present, they are few in number. The membrane of diphtheria lies on the surface, to which it is firmly adherent. (7) Absence of knee-jerk. In the majority of cases of diphtheria there is early abolition of the knee-jerk. It can readily be tested while the patient lies in bed if the hand be placed behind and immediately above the knee and the thumb over the rectus femoris muscle, and while the knee is raised slightly from the bed the patellar ligament is gently tapped. (8) The absence of the knee-jerk is of far greater importance than albumen in the urine, which is only met with in about one-third of all cases of diphtheria, and which even in those cases occurs at irregular intervals. It is not constant throughout the illness.
In acute follicular tonsillitis there is absence of languor, the temperature is distinctly high, and the increase in the pulserate is in proportion to the elevation of the temperature; there is no glandular enlargement; and the white patches of secretion are numerous?there is thus safety in numbers?each spot corresponding to a lacunar opening, and the knee-jerk is unaffected. 
